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THOMAS MORE, ERASMUS AND JULIUS I1 : 

A Case of Advocacy 

It is now generally accepted that Erasmus was the author of the 
outrlgeous and widely circulated satiric tract against Pope Julius 11, cd- 
led Julius exclusus. 1 It is also generally accepted that Ergmus' long 
anticipated journey to Italy, from 1506 to 1509, marked an epoch in his 
life and that one of his most lasting impressions of Italy was the vivid 
presence of Julius II.2 The brutal Julian secularism that he had seen with 
his own eyes in Bologna and throughout the north of Italy,3 his contacts 
with the violent anti-papal propaganda of Venice: his visit to Rome and 
the papal court,5 and his own persona experience of the pope6 - all these 
had opened a new and shocking world to Erasmus. He would never be 
quite the same man again ! Margaret Mann Phillips has observed that 
"it was Julius I1 who turned Erasmus into a pacifst".7 It may be further 
argued that it was Julius and the whole jarring experience of Italy that 
turned him decisively to the cause of church reform to which he devoted 
his life. 

Both the epochal trip to Italy and the Julius exclusus have a basic 
connection with England 2 ~ d  with :he circle of Erasmus' friends and 
patrons there, including Thomas More, the dearest and closest friend 
Erasmus was ever to know. This English connection holds also for two 
earlier contacts of avery different sort that Erasmus had had with Julius 11. 
One of these involved the valuable dispensation he received in 1505 or 
1506 from Pope Julius absolving him of the disabilities of his illegitimate 
birth as regarded the holding of church benefices and relieving him from 
the "statutes and customs" of his monastery.8 The other was the matter 
of the doctorate in theology that he was to be awarded by the University 
of Torino shortly after reaching Italy.9 

It is almost certain that both the dispensation and the doctorate 
were arranged with the curia by the influence of Italians attached t o  the 
English court.10 Even the trip to Italy Erasmus owed to  the benefaction 
of his Italian friends. He was invited to accompany the two young sons 
of Giovanni Baptista Boerio of Genoa, the king's physician, to  1tdy and 
furthermore, under conditions so favorable and undemanding as to cons 
titute for Erasmus a virmal traveling sinecure.11 It is equally certain that 






















