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The anfwer of tbe ordinaries to the fupplhation of the nsoorfloipful commons of
the lower houfe of parliament y offered to our fovereign lord the kings moji

noble grace. Ex regift. convoc. Cantuar.

After our moft humble wife with our moft

bounden duty of honour and reverence

to your excellent majefty, endued of God with

incomparable wifdom and goodnefs
;

pleafeth

it the fame to underftand, that we your ora-

tors, and daily bounden beadfmen, the ordina-

ries, have read and perufed a certain fuppli-

cation, which the commons of your grace's

moft honourable parliament now afTembled

have offered unto your highnefs, and by your

commandment delivered to us, to make there-

unto anfwer ; and as the time hath ferved and

permitted, we have, according to your high-

nefs's commandment, made thereunto this an-

fwer following, befeeching your grace's indif-

ferent benignity gracioufly to hear the fame.
v

Firft, where in the faid fupplication it is in-

duced as for a preface, that much difcord, va-

riance, and debate hath rifen among your

grace's fubjects, fpiritual and temporal, and

more and more is daily like to increafe, to

the great unquietnefs and breach of the peace

within your grace's catholic realm, as well

thro' new fantaftical and erroneous opinions,

grown by occafion of feditious and overthwart

framed books, compiled, imprinted, and made
in the Englifh tongue in the parts beyond the

fea, contrary and againft the very true, catho-

lic, and chriftian faith ; as alfo by the un-

charitable dealing and behaviour of divers or-

dinaries, their commiflioners, and fubftitutes in

the comrnon and often vexation of your grace's

faid fubjects in the fpiritual courts ; and alfo

by other evil examples and mifufes of fpiri-

tual perfons.

To this we your faid orators and daily bound-

en beadfmen, the ordinaries, anfwer, afluring

your moft noble highnefs, that in our hearts

and confciences there is no fuch difcord, va-

riance, debate, nor breach of peace in our

party againft our brethren in God, and ghoft-

iy children, your fubjedis, as is induced in this

preface ; but our daily prayer is, and fliall be,

that all unity, concord, and peace may in-

creafe among all the people of God, efpecially

among your grace's true faithful fubjecls, and

our faid ghoftly children, whom, God be our

witnefs, we love, have loved, and fhall ever

love with hearty affection ; never intending

any hurt or harm towards any of them in ioul

or body, and never having enterprifed any

thing againft them of trouble, vexation, or dif-

pleafure ; but only have, as we dare furely

afrirm, with all charity exerdfed the fpiritual

jurifdiction of the church, as we are bound
of duty, upon certain evil difpofed perfons, in-

fecled and utterly corrupt with the peftilent

poifon of hei efy ; and to jiave had peace with

fuch, it had been againft the Gofpel of our fa-

viour Chrift, wherein he faith, " Non veni

mittere pacem, fed gladium." And if any dif-

cords, variance, or debates be or have been on
other parties, we think verily, like as they do
fay, that it hath rifen only by uncharitable

behaviour of certain evil and feditious perfons,

infe&ed, as above, with fantaftical and errone-

ous opinions, taken out of fuch books as be
mentionate in the faid fupplication ; of whofe
fallwe be very forry, and befeech almighty

God to repair in them right faith and chri-

ftian charity again, that all concord, unity,

and peace, which Chrift gave, and left behind
him as a peculiar treafure to all that would be
difciples, may have place in this your grace's

moft noble realm, in the avoiding the moft
terrible prophecy of the moft true prophet,

our mafter Chrift, faying in his Gofpel, fuch

variance and debate being, " Every kingdom di-

vided in itfelf fhall be defolate, and one houfe

fhall fall upon another." In conflderation where-
of, lowly upon our knees, fincerely, without
colour or counterfeiting, we befeechyour grace's

highnefs, that it may pleafe the fame to be
the author of unity, charity, and concord

within this your grace's realm ; and grant to

us, the unworthy minifters of God's church
within this your realm, that by your grace's

favour, prote&ion, and defence, we may not

only ferve God quietly in his church, but alfo

execute the fpiritual jurifdiction peaceably, for

the difcharge of our duty, and reformation of
fin. In the exercifing whereof we truft we
have not been fo great occafion of variance,

as is furmifed in the preface, through our mif-

orders, uncharitable behaviour, and vexation

of your grace's fubjects in fpiritual courts ; as

we doubt not fhall appear to your grace by
this our anfwer.

And albeit in a multitude it is hard but
certain will in fome time fall to lightnefs, or

mifufe themfelves, yet we truft that there is

not fuch number of evil ruled fpiritual per-

fons in the clergy, that for their evil exam-
ples and mifufes, the occafions of thefe va-

riances and debates fhould be annected to the

whole body of the clergy in fuch a genera-

lity. And perhaps many matters of the fame
fupplication have come and been brought to

your grace's faid commons by miflnformation,

and by bills devifed by fome, which bear lit-

tle favour to the clergy ; and percafe fome of
thofe bills, which contained much matter of
this fupplication, for juft caufes movin? the

charitable confciences of your grace's commons,
were heretofore rejected of your faid com-
mons ; and now percafe by the importune fuit

of
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of fuch as devifed thefe bills, means have becn

made to have fuch matters formed into a fup-

plication, to be put unto your highnefs, to the

hinderance of your grace's favour toward the

clergy, which will be as far and as loth as

any creatures living to fall into your grace's

difpleafure. And albeit we perceive and know
right well, that there be as wcll difpofed and

as well confcienced men of your grace's com-
mons, in no fmall number aflembled, as ever

we knew in any parliament ; yet we be not fo

ignorant, but that we underftand, that finifler

informations, and importune labours and per-

fuafions of evil difpofed perfons, pretending

themfelves to be thereto moved by the zeal

of juftice and reformation, may induce right

wife, fad, and conftant men to fuppofe fuch

things to be true, as be not fo indeed.

And where, after a general preface of the faid

fupplication, "^our grace's commons defcend to

particular greves, and firft report, that the

clergy of this your realm being your high-

nefs's fubjects, irt the convocation by them

holden within this your realm, have made and

daily make fanclions or laws concerning tem-

poral things, and fome of them be repugnant

to the laws, and ftatutes of your realm, not

having ne requiring your moft royal aflent to

the fame laws, fo by them made, neither any

aflent or knowledge of your faid lay fubjefts is

had to the fame, neither to them publifhed

and known in their mother tongue ; albeit di-

vers and fundry of the faid laws extend in cer-

tain caufes to your excellent perfon, your liber-

ty and prerogative royal, and to the interdi-

ction of your lands and pofleflions, and fo

likewife to the goods and pofleflions of your

lay fubjects, declaring the infringers of the law

fo by them made not only to incur into the

terrible fentence of excommunication, but alfo

the deteftable crime and fin of herefy ; by the

which divers of your moft humble and obe-

dient lay fubjeds be brought into this ambi-

guity, whether they may do and execute your

laws according to your jurifdiction royal of

this realm, for dread of the fame cenfures and

pains comprifed in the fame laws fo by them

made in the convocations, to the great trou-

ble and inquietation of your faid humble and

obedient lay fubje&s, and to the impeachment

of your jurifdiction and prerogative royal :

To this article we fay, that forafmuch as

we repute and take our authority of making

laws to be grounded upon the Scripture of God,

and determination of holy church, which muft

alfo be a rule and fquare to try the juftice of

all laws, as well fpiritual as temporal, we ve-

rily truft that [confidering the laws of this

realm be fuch as have been made by moft

chriftian, religious, and devout princes and

people.how both thefe laws proceeding from one

fountain, the fame being fincerely interpreted,

and, after the good meaning of their makers,

there fhall be found no repugnancy nor con-

trariety, but that the one Ihall be found as

aiding, maintaining, and fupporting the othcr.]

And if it fhall oiherwifc appear, as it is our
duty, whcreunto we fliall always moft dili-

gently apply ourfclves to reform our ordi-

nances to God's commiffion, and to conform
our ftatutcs and laws, and thofe of our prcde-

ceflbrs to the determination of Scripturc and
holy church ; fo we hope in God, and fhall

daily pray for.the fame, that your highnefs

will, if there appear caufe why, .with the con
fent of your people, temper your grace's laws

accordingly ; whereby fhall enfue a moft fure

and perfedi conjun&ion and agreemenr, as God
being " lapis angularis" to agree and conjoin

the fame.

And a
as concerning the requiring of your

highnefs's royal aflent to the authorizing of

fuch laws, as have been by our predeceflbrs,

or fhall be made by us in fuch points and
articles, as we have by God authority to rule

and order by proviiions and laws ; we know-
ing your highnefs's wifdom, virtue, and learn-

ing, nothing doubt but the fame perceiveth

how the granting thereunto dependeth not up-

on our will and liberty ; and that we youf

moft humble fubjects may not fubmit the ex-

ecution of our charges and duty, certainly pre-

fcribed by God, to your highnefs's aflent, al-

though in very deed the fame is moft worthy,

for your moft princely and excellent virtues,

not only to give your royal aflent, but alfo to

devife and command, what we fhould for good
order and manners by ftatutes and laws pro-

vide in the church ; neverthelefs confidering

we may not fo, ne in fuch fort reftrain the

doing of our office, in the feeding and ruling

of ChrifVs people, your grace's fubjecls, we moft

humbly defire your grace (as the fame hath

done heretofore) fo from henceforth to fhew
your grace's mind and opinion to us, what
your high wifdom fhall think convenient,

which we fhall moft gladly hear and follow,

if it fhall pleafe God to infpire us fo to do,

with all fubmiflion and humility, befeeching

the fame, following the fteps of your moft
noble progenitors, and conformable to your cwn
afts, to maintain and defend fuch laws and or-

dinances, as we, according to our calling, and
by the authority of God, fhall for his honour

make to the edification of virtue, and main-
taining of Chrift's faith, whereof your high-

nefs is defender in name, and hath been hither-

to in deed a fpecial protector.

Furthermore where in the faid firft article

your faid lay fubjecls fay, that fundry of the

faid laws extend in certain caufes to your ex-

cellent perfon, your liberty, and prerogative

royal, and to the interdi&ion of your lands

and pofleflions:

To this your faid orators fay, that having

in anfwer to the former article fubmitted the

trying and examining of the laws made in the

church by us or our predeceflbrs to the juft

and ftraight rule of God's law, which giveth

meafure of power, prerogative, and authority

» Ex MS. Cott. Cleop. F. i. fol. 96. to- fpecial prote&or.

to
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to all emperors, kings, princes, and poteftates,

and all other; we have conceived fuch opinion,

and have fuch eftimation of your majefty's

goodnefs and virtue, that whatfoever any per-

fon, not fo Well learned as your grace is, would

pretend unto the fame, whereby we your moft

humble fubjects may be brought in your grace's

difpleafure and indignation, furmifing that we
fhould by ufurpation and prefumption extend

our laws to your moft noble perfon, preroga-

tive, and realm ; yet the fame your highnefs,

being fo highly learned, will of your own
moft bounteous goodnefs facilly difcharge,

and deliver us from that envy, when it fhall

appear that [the faid laws are made by us, or

our predecefibrs conformable and maintainahle

by the Scripmre of God, and determination

of the church, againft which no laws can

ftand or take effect.]
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Bifhop Gardiners Letter of excitfe in relation to this reply.

Ex resift. convoc.

'y duty remembred to your majefty with
• all lowly humility and reverend honour ;

forafmuch as letted by difeafe of body I can-

not perfonally repair to your highnefs's pre-

fence, having heard of your grace's almoner, to

my great difcomfort, what opinion your high-

nefs hath conceived of me, I am compelled

by thefe letters to reprefent unto the fame,

lamenting and wailing my chance and fortune

to have loft, befides my debts, as much repu-

tation in your grace's heart, as your highnefs

wichout my merits hath conferred unto me in

eftimation of the wotld. And if I comforted

not my felf with remembra.nce of your grace's

goodefs, with whom " Veritas femper vincit

;

et fortis taederet et vitae." I know in myfelf,

and can never forget your grace's benefis, and

your highnefVs notable affection towards me.

I know my duty and bond to your highnefs.

HoW much I defire to declare in outward

deeds mine inward knowledge, God knoweth,

and I truft your highnefs fhall know; but in

the naean time for want thereof thus I fuffer,

and know no remedy but your highnefs's good-

nefs to expend what I have done, what I

fhould have done, and what I may do, and

not be difcontent, though in correcfting the an-

fwer I believed fo great a number of learned

men affirming it fo precifely to be true, that

was in the anfwer alleged concerning God's

law ; efpecially confidering your highnefVs

book againft Luther, in mine underftanding

moft plainly approveth it. The book written

in your grace's caufe, and tranflated into

Englifh feemech to allow it ; and the council

of " Conftance" condemning the artkles of

Wyclefe manifeftly decreeth it. The contrary

whereof, if your grace can now prove, yet I

not learned in divinity, ne knowing any parc

of your grace's proofs, am, I truft, wichout

caufe of blame in that behalf. When I know
that I knew not, I fhall then fpeak hereafcer.

It were pity we lived, if fo lictle expreffing

our love to God in our deeds, we fhould abuie

his name and authority to your highnefs's dif-

pleafure, of whom we have received fo many
benefits. On the other part, if it be Gods
authority to us allotted, though we cannoc
ufe it condignly, yet we cannot give it away

;

and it is no lefs danger to the receiver than to

the giver, as your highnefs of your high wif-

dom can confider. I am, for my parr, as I arn
bound, moft defirous not only to do what may
be done to your highnefs's contentation, but
alfo appliable to learn the truth what ought
to be done ; trufting your majefty will finally

take in good part, that I think that truth, for

which I have fo good grounds and authori-

ties, untill I have ftronger grounds and reafons

to the contrary. I ihall moft gladly confer
with any of your grace's council in this matter,

and in the mean time I daily pray to God for

the knowledge of his truth, and prefervation

of your majefty in much felicity, alway moft
ready and defirous to do as becometh

Your moft humble fubjecl,

moft bounden chaplain,

and daily beadfman.

Ste. Wint.

A reply made by the clergy to the fuppltcation of the commons.

Ex MS. Cott. Cleop. f. i. fol. 08.

First, as concerning fuch conftitutions and

ordinances provincial, as be to be made
hereafcer by us, your moft humble fubjects

;

we having our efpecial truft and confidence in

your moit high and excellent wifdom, your

princely goodnefs, and fervent zeal to the pro-

motion of God's honour, and chriftian religion,

and efpecially your incomparable learning far

exceeding in our judgment the leaming of all

other kings and princes, that we have read of,

and doubting nothing but that the fame (hall

ftill continue and daily increafe in your majcfty,

do offer and promife hereunto the fame, that

from henceforth during your highnefs's, natu-

ral life, which we moft heartily befeech al-

mighty God long to preferve, we fliall forbear

to cnact, promulge, or put in execution any
fuch conftitution or ordinance, fo by us to be

madf




