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1075. DELIVERY OF THE GREAT SEAL.

Memorandum that on the 16th May 24 Hen. VIII. the Great Seal, being in the
custody of Sir Thos. More, chancellor of England, enclosed in a white leather bag
sealed with his seal, was delivered into the King’s hands in the garden of York Place
by Westminster, about 3 o’clock p.m., in presence of Thos. duke of Norfolk, when the
said Sir Thomas surrendered his office of Chancellor. And on Monday, 20 May, about 4
p.m., the King, at his manor of Plesaunce or Est Grenewych, in a certain inner chamber
near his oratory, took the said Seal out of the bag in presence of Thos. duke of Norfolk,
treasurer of England, Henry marquis of Exeter, Henry earl of Northumberland, Rob. earl
of Sussex, Steph. bp. of Winchester, Sir Will. Fitzwilliam, treasurer of the Household,
Brian Tuke, treasurer of the Chamber, Sir Will. Kyngeston, John Sampson, dean of the
Chapel, Thos. Crumwell, keeper of the Jewels, and others of the Privy Chamber;
and after inspecting the same, delivered it to Thos. Audeley, whom he ordered to be
called keeper of the Great Seal, and to exercise all the functions of the Chancellor in the
Chancery, Star Chamber, and Council. And the said Thomas received it, and therewith, in
presence of the King, caused to be sealed certain letters patent of the stewardship of the
manors of Lewsham and Est Grenewych in Kent granted to Henry Norres, and afterwards
replaced it in the bag, and sealed it with his own seal, and retained it in his custody. The
King also then made him a knight.

And on Wednesday, 5 June, the first day of Trinity term, the said Sir Thomas Audeley
in the Court of Chancery at Westminster took his oath of office as keeper of the Privy Seal.
(Form of the oath subjoined.)



