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169. Dඋ. Oඋඍංඓ ඍඈ ඍඁൾ Eආඉඋൾඌඌ.

      Did opportunely advise the recovery of the Princess, and like-wise that he (Ortiz) has 
been unable to obtain the executory letters on the principal cause, which they are being 
delayed on the plea that as the kings of France and England purpose holding an interview 
at Calais this very month of May, His Holiness is naturally very desirous of knowing what 
can be done there towards converting the English king. Of this, however, there seems to be 
no chance whatever; His Holiness ought not to be lulled by such hopes, for only a few days 
ago king Henry tried to persuade king Francis to separate from the Apostolic See, and now, 
they say, he is thinking of marrying his daughter by his mistress to the third son of the king 
of France, the duke of Angoulesme. Indeed, Eustace Chapuys, the ambassador in London, 
writes in date of the 8th of May, announcing how on that very day three Carthusian friars, 
and another one from Monte Sion, of the Order of Santa Brigida, all very learned in letters, 
and one of them a priest in orders, had suffered martyrdom for refusing to acknowledge 
the King as Supreme Spiritual Head of the Church in England, instead of His Holiness the 
Pope. All of them, it is said, died with great courage and constancy; owing to their holy life 
and virtues there was no previous degradation, but their judges allowed them to retain 
their clerical vestments when they were, to the great sorrow of the people, dragged 
through the streets of London; after which they were hung. Before they had breathed 
their last their robes (togas) were ripped up in front, their entrails and hearts taken 
out and burnt, their heads cut off, and their bodies quartered, to be exposed in 
different parts of London. And there is a report that a fourth friar stood at the gate of the 
Carthusian convent to which they belonged, that he might instil fear into the heart of his 
brethren, of whom several more are now in prison for the same reason. It is also said that 
the most reverend cardinal Rophensis (Fisher) and Thomas Mauro (More), formerly High 
Chancellor of England, are in prison for the same cause, and for upholding the just rights 
of the Queen, and that both have been summoned to oppose within eight days the sentence, 
as otherwise they will suffer like the rest; [475] but, animated by constancy in our Lord, 
both have answered that they do require no time for deliberation, insisting on their former 
opinion, and being ready to die for our holy Catholic Faith, as our Lord Jesus Christ died 
for us on the Cross. If so, they must have suffered martyrdom by this time; and if so the 
Queen, in the midst of her sufferings, is only sending martyrs to precede her. I must own 
that I feel more envious than pitiful of them, since our Lord in his mercy has done them the 
singular favour of calling them to his glory, and accepting them as the constant witnesses 
of our holy Catholic Faith. Their example seems to me intended as a warning to all the 
cardinals who reside here, most of whom pass their lives in vain cares and frivolity.1

      This will show how needful it is that Your Imperial Majesty order prayers to be said for 
the Queen and the Princess in all your kingdoms.
      On the 22nd inst. His Holiness created seven cardinals, and among them the bishop 
Rophensis (Fisher); but I fancy that, before he hears of his nomination, our Lord will have 
bestowed on him a more valuable red hat, namely, the crown of martyrdom. I am much 
pleased at his receiving at the present time such an approval of his services to God and to 
the queen of England, for whose cause he is now in prison. The other cardinals created are 
the archbishop of Capua (Schomberg), auditor Simonetta, and a Venetian named Gaspar 
Condarino (Contarini), who is said to be a man of letters and holy life; on the other hand, 
the auditor of the Chamber (Ghinucci), the bishop of Paris, and one more whom His 
Holiness keeps in pettore, and whose name has not yet been published. As to the auditor 
(Ghinucci), he is the greatest enemy the queen of England ever had at this Court, and he 

1 “Cuyo exemplo me parece que es gran confusion de todos quantos cardenales aqui estan, y 
de los vanos cuidados que en los eclesiasticos reinan.”
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who has worked most effi ciently against her. As to the bishop of Paris (du Bellay), they 
say that there is great rumour in France of his having befriended the Lutherans,2 and 
that for this reason the count of Cifuentes has resisted as much as it was in his power his 
appointment as well as that of the auditor of the Chamber; for certainly it would have been 
much better not to make a new creation of cardinals than have the last two included in their 
number, and especially the latter at the very pressing request of king Francis. To-day, the 
last day of May, His Holiness has created another one, a Milanese named Mercurio, who is 
a servant of Your Majesty.
      Cardinal Ravenna is still a prisoner at the castle [of Sant Angelo]. Rome, 31 May 
mdxxxv.
      Signed: “El Doctor Ortiz.”
      French. Original. pp. 7.

2 Que ha avido gran rumor en Francia que ha parcido a personas luteranas.


