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16 June [1535]
Vienna Archives

876. C

C

V.

This morning I received your letters of the 29th ult. concerning your embarkation.
At the same time the ambassador of France here resident has heard from the sieur de Vely
that your Majesty intended to go straight to Constantinople, without stopping at Tunis,
against Barbarossa, not to lose the season and opportunity so convenient for reconquering
Constantinople and the rest of Greece; that to this you were induced by the persuading
of the Venetian ambassador, who undertook that the said Barbarossa should do no injury
to Christendom. These news the said Ambassador has communicated to several persons,
and, among others, to the Venetian secretary, who is ViceAmbassador here, whom, as he
himself reported to me, the said Ambassador sent for this morning to inform him. It is
probable these news have not been invented or published without some hidden purpose
(mistére).
As soon as this King heard that the bishop of Rochester had been created a
cardinal he declared in anger several times that he would give him another hat,
and send the head afterwards to Rome for the Cardinal’s hat. He sent immediately
afterwards to the Tower those of his Council to summon again the said Bishop and
Master Mur to swear to the King as Head of the Church, otherwise, before St. John’s
Day they would be executed as traitors. But it has been impossible to gain them, either
by promises or threats, and it is believed they will soon be executed. But as they are
persons of unequalled reputation in this kingdom, the King, to appease the murmurs of
the world, has already on Sunday last caused preachers to preach against them in most of
the churches here, and this will be continued next Sunday; and although there is no lawful
occasion to put them to death, the King is seeking if anything can be found against them,—
especially if the said Bishop has made suit for the hat; to ﬁnd out which several persons
have been taken prisoners, both of his kinsmen and of those who kept him in prison. It
is impossible to describe the distress of the Queen and Princess on account of these two
persons, and they are not without fear that after them matters may be carried further than I
have hitherto written (que apres iceulx le sort pourroil passer plus avant que jay cydevant
escript). Since the said news of the Bishop’s creation as cardinal, the King, in hatred
of the Holy See, has despatched mandates and letters patents to the bishops, curates,
and others commissioned to preach, that they continually preach certain articles
against the Church, and to schoolmasters to instruct their scholars to revile apostolic
[346] authority, and this under pain of rebellion; also that the Pope’s name should be
rased out of all mass books, breviaries, and hours, either in the calendar or elsewhere.
It was also commanded that in all churches the Gospels should be read in French (qu.
English?) to infect all the people with Lutheranism, and make them more obstinate
in repelling any foreign invasion. The King, so far as I see, is not only provoked at the
said Bishop being made cardinal, but also at the bishop of Paris, in whom he had always
had great conﬁdence, because previous to this creation he was considered a bad Papist. He
has also no great pleasure in the Auditor of the Chamber, and to soothe him the Lady lately
made him a feast in a house of hers, where she got up several ﬁne mummeries. She invited
many, and the French ambassador was not pleased at being forgotten. The said Lady had
so well banquetted and mummed, that, as the Princess has sent this day to inform me, the
King dotes upon her more than ever; which increases greatly the fear of the said Princess,
owing to the long delay of the remedy, which, it is the universal opinion, would be sure
and easy if your Majesty prohibited intercourse with your countries, provided affairs would
admit of it. This a number of good and notable persons have compelled me to repeat.
The duke of Norfolk and the other deputies of this King for the meeting at Calais
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are daily expected here. It is not two days since the French ambassador said that the
said meeting would still last 20 days. I know not the cause of its being shortened, or any
particulars of what was treated, except that I have had conﬁrmation of the fact that what
the French most insisted on was to have the Princess for the Dauphin, and it is commonly
said that they have left ill pleased with one another. London, 16 June 1535.
French, from a modern copy, pp. 3.

